
In Other Tongues: intimate geographies, ecologies of conversation 
a residential short course   


June 10-14 2017 at Dartington Hall, Devon UK




led by poet Alyson Hallett and artist/writer Mat Osmond 

with invited guests including Alice Oswald and Richard Povall 

Taking the idea of geographical intimacy as its starting point, this five-day residential 
course offers a special opportunity to explore how we relate to the poetics of place.  It’s a 
chance to engage in practical, playful and serious enquiry into our experience of 
landscape and all things that inhabit it – from those that can be seen and heard, to those 
living in more in-between or imagined spaces.


Creative use of words form the core of the course along with image-making, voice and 
embodied exercises. We will work both indoors and outdoors as we deepen and attune 
more to ourselves and our experiences of place.


Developing our ability to listen will be key to this process, as will remaining open, always, 
to the unexpected. A willingness to participate is more important than previous 

http://dartington.org/
http://www.thestonelibrary.com/
http://www.strandlinebooks.co.uk/


experience: we welcome anyone interested in creating new work, or bringing new light to 
bear on work that’s already in progress.  There will be plenty of exercises to fire and 
inspire the imagination, as well as time to go exploring, to contemplate, to be still, to 
wonder.


Central to this short course is an approach of generous, vigilant enquiry, with ample time 
for reflection and sharing.  There will be group workshops as well as opportunities for 
individual sessions with the tutors.

 

The course includes:

• slow, close reading of poems, visual images and other texts

• walking and being still as ways of allowing things to surface

• a commitment to listening to what arises, to developing peripheral vision and peripheral 

hearing as a way of subverting our tendencies to fall into predictable patterns

• an exploration of porosity as a way of beginning to articulate new conversations with 

place

• communion and collaboration with fellow creative practitioners

• a gentle, sensitive and enquiring way of working

• space for the unknown – for things we cannot plan or predict

• exploring how far collaborative practice can extend when working with the land 

The venue 
art.earth is a family of artists and cultural organisations whose work focusses on the 
natural world, how we live on the planet, and on the environment. Based on the 
Dartington estate, we are a centre for learning and creation, each year attracting some of 
the most enquiring minds and some of the most creative people from across the world to 
come and spend time finding new energy and knowledge.


Dartington Hall is at the heart of a 1,200-acre medieval estate outside of Totnes in South 
Devon. Dartington has a rich history dating back to the 14th century, with stories of royal 
visits, court intrigue, grand architecture, and family ruin in its granite bones. The modern 
Dartington has an 80-year history as a place for thought and creativity and for challenging 
the conventions of rural sustainability and rural life; Schumacher College provides 
transformational education across a number of fields of thought, and this year celebrates 
its 25th anniversary. Surrounded by the extraordinarily beautiful countryside of South 
Devon’s Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the estate lies a few miles from the Atlantic 
coast in one direction and a few miles from Dartmoor National Park in the other.


For information about travel and accommodation see inothertongues.info/about-the-
venue/


http://artdotearth.org/
http://www.dartington.org/
http://inothertongues.info/about-the-venue/
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Cost, etc. 
Registration, with no accommodation (but including lunch and dinner) is £650

Registration with student-style accommodation (shared bathrooms) is £790 

If you prefer, single hotel accommodation is available. See the booking form for more 
details.


Registration is now open at http://artdotearth.org/product/registration-shortcourse/  There 
are limited places available, and they are beginning to fill.


art.earth members receive a 5% discount on registration fees; if you have registered for 
the In Other Tongues conference/summit, you will receive an additional discount of £95.


http://artdotearth.org/product/registration-shortcourse/
http://artdotearth.org/product/registration-shortcourse/

